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STRIKING INCIDENT OF THE WAR

Chief Justice Walter Clark Tells of Rescue of Fede
Officer Who Gave Masonic Signal of Distre
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Chief Justice Walter Clark recent-
1. visited at Monroe and was taken
(. 1he famous “Waxx:aw Settlements’’,
'n hls return to Raleigh he sent the
sppended etter (o Editor R. F. Beas-

tvy of the Monroe Journal relating in
' @ =triking incident of the war and
giving other interesting historical in-
formation.

Wiy dear Mr, Beasley:

Our party will alwavs remembper
with pleasure our visit to vour town
«nd county and the courtesy of the
judie< and gentlemen who welcomed
us =0 cordially and went with us to
the “Waxhaw Settlements” We feel
capecially Indebted to you. There
j« probably no ground with more his-
jorlcal associalions in this State than
Fatl section.

Years age 1 read Parton’s life of
andrew Jackson with the affidavits,
rearly all from  South Carolinians,
fiving the locality of the birthplace of
\ndrew Jackson and have recently
rereud them. A wvisit to the spot and
the surroundings made clearer the
truthfulness of his statement that
Jackson was born in North Carolina.
The home of his father and mother on
Twelve Mile creek was many miles
in North Carolina. At his deaih, his
body was carried for burial to the
Waushuw church which is over the
Lone in South Carolina, bot his widow
returned to North Carolina to the
residence of her brother-in-law, Mr.
McKamie, where her gon was born
«oon after his father's death. Not
very long mfter his birth his mother
removed to the hom= of another
brother-in-law, Major Robert Craw-
ford, two or three milegs down the
rond and om the west of it, where the
lirst few years of Andrew's life was
pent. It Is owing to this, and the
fact that the State line was not defi-
l"tlvj]_\' located till 1848 that any con-
tusion aroose.

The visit we made on Saturday
muwde clear the tenor of the affidavits
collected by Parton who visited the
»pot in person, before the war. At
that point the State line ruas for sev-
“rul miles north and south approxi-
mately with the Camden and Char-
iotte road, loeally known as the “‘Steel
reek road.” Jackson's birthplace,
very appropriately marked by a neat
memorial erecied by the Duaughters
1 the Revolution on the spol where
the redidence stood, Is some 200 vards
east of this line bhut about four mniles
north of the South Carolina line after
11 corners and runs due east and
west to the Pee Dee river, The home
of his father and mother. as 1 have
suid, was in North Carolina, several
miles north of his birthplace. Stand-
ing at his bhirthplace we were shown
in the distance the locality where was
fought the battle of “Wahabs” some-
times calkad “the Waxhaw fight”
The road running close by the birth-
place goes on south to the spot of
Buford'se Massacre, and Camden
where QGates suffered his great de-
feat. Along thig road Gates made
his hurried retreat with Cornwallis
sand Tarlton in hot pursuit. In full
view of the west, some 30 miles or
more ls King's Mountain. Camden is
rome 30 miles south, while Charlotte
is less than 25 miles north. At Major
Hobert Crawford's, where Jackson
spent his early vears, President George
Wiashingtom according to his diary
tpent a night on his return from his
scuthern trip. It will be remember-
o that he went south by way of Hal-
ifux, Tarboro, New bBern, and Wil-
mungton and returned by this road to
"harlotte, Salisbury and Salem and
ul the latter spot there is still shown
the house where he spent a night and
day,

Not far from Jackson's birthplace
i« the old Waxhaw church, which we
visitesd, where repose the remains of
many Revolutionary heroes and of
others who became distinguished in
the Stute and Nation in later years.
Neur the grave of Jackson's father
= the tomb of Gen. William R. Davie,
with the classic inscription written by
his friend, Gaston, which is said to
huve no superior among mortuary me-
morials. Davie was probably the
st distinguished zoldier from
Sarth Carolina in the Revolution,
thouech he was then a very young
man, having been born in 1756, in
Ihis section, which 1s also the scene
- many of his exploite. He married
+ davghter of Gen. Allen Jomes of
Northampton, located in Halifax
where his residence is still standing,
*came a member of the legislature.
Ciovernor of the State, member of
""ongress and special Embassador to
Frunce, Before he was yet 00 yvears
d wge, quitting public life, he remov-
w0 to Lansford, two miles from the
Waxhaw church, in the immediate
neighborhood of his birthplace and
died there in 15820. In 1798 when
war with- France was imminent he
was  appointed a general at the
special solicitation of George Wash-
ington, who was made commander-in
Chief. In 1812 he was tendered by
Fresident Madison the appointment
91 Mujor General in the regular army
wWhich he dectined and Willilam H.
Harrison was then appointed in his
Jlace who won the batitle of Tippe-

-

€anoe and the Thames znd thus he-
came eventually President.

The whole of this section is
ground full of historiecal assgciatione
and has been deseribed in the well-
known novel “Horshoe Robinson.”
_]n 1862-5 in the 35 North Caro-
lina Regiment, commanded hy ol
Matt W. Ransom. later Confederats
Brigadier General and after the wur
for 23 vears U. S. Senator. was Con-
pany F from Union county with 4
few men from Mecklenburg., Many of
these soldiers were doubtless descend-
ants of the men from the Waxhaws
who served heir country during the
Revolution. This company was  at
first commanded by Capt. T. W. Heid-
wine who was a member of the (Con-
stitutional Convention of 1875
who after mora than 60 vears pass
ed in the practice of the medical pro-
fession has passed away full of hon-
ors at the ripe age of 84. His son
is one of the most distinguished men:-
bers of the bar in the Stata. The
first Lieutenant of that company, aft-
erwards Captain, was Sanford .
Howie who is now also dead. At
one time 1 was 1st Lieutenant and
Adjutant of that regiment and my
visit 1o your county reecalls an inci-
dent of the battle of Sharpsburg. Md.,
(which the Federals called ‘“‘Antie-
tam’) which may be of some interest
to the few survivors of Co. F and to
their friends and reluatives in  vour
county, as well as to the Muasonic
brethren throughout the Stae.

The battle of Sharpsburg or An-
tietam, Md,, was one of the most crit-
ical and bloody battles of the war. It
was fought by the ("onfederates in a
bend of the Potomac river with their
backs to the river and if our lines had
be2en broken not one Confoderate
could have escaped on that dayv. It
was styled the “Soldier’s battle” for
there was no room for generalship.
When all pur reinforcements were in,
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, the
Confederates numbered only 33.000
while McClellan’s morning rolls, on
file, show that he had over 100,000
in line at daybreak. But of course
he was not aware of this disparity.
Our regiment belonged to the bri-
gade commanded by Gen. Robert Ran-
som, Walker’'s Division and under the
immediate command of Gen. Stone-
wall Jackson. About 9 o'clock in
the morning, our command drove the
enemy out of the *“West Woods,"
which had already been twice fought
over by McLaw’s division and then by
Hood's Texans. The enemy made
five successive assauults during the
day, by five difflerent corps but was
each time driven back. "The position
of our brigade was on the eastern
edge of the West Woods and near
the Dunkard church, where our reg-
iment charged and captured a section
of artillery, Co. B 2 1. 8. Regulars.
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You will find a description of the bat-
tle in the N. C. Regimental Histories
in yvour Court House in Vol. &, pp.
i1-82. Just after the second assault
was repulsed, an officer from another
part of the regiment came to (Col.
Ransom who happened to be immedi-
ately in the rear of Co. ¥ and told
nim that a wounded man someg fifty
vards in front of his company had
given the masonic signal of distress.
He added that he thought he was an
officer of high rank Ixcause the com-
mander of the brigade who came up
with the first line on horseback had
his horse killed under him at the
turnplke and he had then led his
men on foot and when he was shot
down at that spot some fifiy yards in
front of his company the enemy’s line
had broken and gone back. Lieutenant
Howie and 1 being young officers
nearest at hand volunteer2ad to 8o
out to bring him in. We were moved
by the latter consideration for I was
al that time Just a few dayvs over
16 and knew nothing of Masonry, and
I do not think Tieutenant IHowie was
a Mason for he could have been very
little over 21. (‘ol. Ttansom, how-
ever was a Muason and permitted us
though with reluctance, to make Lhe
attempt. All this time we were un-
der a heavy shelling from the enemy’s
batteries nearly a mile away AcCross
the Antietam and the broken but re-
formed lines of the enemy wenr2 lying
down in our front and had thrown
out a line of skirmishers who kep!
up a dropping fire to let us know that
they were there and to discourage our
advancing. When w= 1wo emerged
from the edge of the woods we efpect-
=d a volley, but among the enemys
skirmishers there must have been
some Masons who had heard 1the ma-
sonic signal of distress for to our sur-
prise while the firing 10 1hi__= right ana
left was kept up it immediately czas-
ed in our front We could hardly
avoid stepping on the dead _ami
wounded, the ground was SO thickly
covered. but when we reached the
spot we found an afficer ‘h:tdl_v
wounded in the left shoulder aAng arm
who proved to be Col. Francis Win-
throp Palfrey. of the 18 Mass.
Regiment who had m:mn_mnr!ed the
brigade and lyving by him on the
ground was his Adjutant who was un-
wounded but wheo had remained to
protect his Colonel which_ he was do-
ing by clamping with his hand the
severed artery, and it was he who had

sént the masoni signal With _,_~!
ald, we brought Colonel Palfrey back WAH
_?.I.‘* ATl&ery was protected A tourni-
U " and at the first lall in the shell-
INE they Were s¢ 14 - b1
}.-L';:“IE | : = “ . “ 2 HHYAL FAM'LY HUS
cause he said t gold nted  and
vEry handson Wit &
sented to him On < i T it
| later we f. 1d O -, aile The W P ':._'
“FPrecents i T lieutenis:: 0 Lot - —
4’:"-'-1“'-‘* Winthrop ¥Palfrey 19 Mase | A " + "; A s D -
N O] tnteers hiv the tow of 4 '—' . —_ i -
Mass ™ (On the reverss ¢ t I\ L 11 : v v
was the latin motte of his Srat ol N “ R
:11’.i.-..'!j:;. e Hf;*'_' sh. as you know, “By | L § S

4 - 1 ., PR o Ll 1% 4 L ' | .

Colonel Palfrey was very 1 _ -
to surrender his sword which he : N "
upon assurance that it would he pre-| -
served and returned to bim after b S
War, [Lieurtenant Horwi b h ¢ ! K
sword while his pistol, a remarka \ ¢ n
handsome one fell to me They « Preae 1
fered us their watches, which of { his 1w P A
course, we refused but cautioned {and the o :
them to conceal them or our Provost | 1
guard would get them { I2uike of ths

We never expoacted to ses or hes y-i' Biel .
of Col. Palfrey again, but (as 1 learn- | rinoe f 1)
ed after the war) OWIiNg to !_,;1 N i
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he, had received a letter from Gen- |SPite the admirable organization of
eral Palfrey inquiring about his|the Army Medical Corps and the Hed
sword. 1 recalled the incident to his|® Yoss. heér experlence serve
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a volleyv, After the war, as soon a= 1 When the Princess of Montenegro

hecame of the requisite age, I join-
ed the masonic fraternity. When on
the Superior Court Bench at the
court hzld in your county in the
spring of 1888 I met Col. Howie
and the survivors of his company and
we all recalled this incident. It is
mentioned in the “Regimental His-
tories” hut not as fully as it is given
here,

Some veurs luter, when editing the
“"Regimental! Histories'" at the re-
quest of the Confederate Veterans
of this State, 1 wrote to several
Northern Generals to verify data and
among others to General Palfrey. His
widow wrote me a very courteous re-
ply stating that her husband was
dead but that he had written s vol-
ume “Antietam and Frederickshurg"”
ol which she sent me a copy, which 1
still have in my libraryv.

The survivors of Co. F  will Je-
member the above incident and it may
be of some slight interest to others
among vour Jlarge circle of readers,
especially the friends of
Howie.

Most truly vours,
WALTER (ClL.ARK.
Raleigh, Sept. 13, 1915,
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BABIES THRIVE ON SUFFRAGE,

Captain

Wwomen Use Statisties to Refute an Old
Theory.
New York Evening Post

The Empire State Campaizn Com-
mittee has assembfed statistics in an
effort to refute the theory that votes
for women means fewer children. The

committee compares Colorado with |} 4

Maine. With almest the same ;-npn‘-l
lation, but with 2Z.000 fewer mothers,
Colorado had 15,913 estimated hirths
in 1910, while Maine had 17.11%. In

i.
Maine, the figures :] ow, 1,743 lonM--s\ .
|

died in their first vear. while the num- .
ber in (‘olorado was nearly 100 less. |
The (‘ommittee also  pats t'nl:f--rrr;.«.:
down as the “Banner Bahy State’ 1",3-'
the vear, having a larger D rw-r:r:;:r-]
of births than anv other State |
The lowest infant mortality :--_-.a:rr--‘
in the United States are ino Lhe {‘1_..,]-.1-11
in the suffrage city of Seattle, Wash
These are only a little higher than in
oqil:il-:c:.ffr.;,;:e Austrohian and New |

zealand, which have the best antant | ¢

mortality records in the waorld, Close |
on the heels of Seattle comes Oakland
Cal.. with an 87.2 mortality «f infants
to every 1,000 lve births The high-
est infant mortality in the |'r::t:-<|
Stutes is in Massachusetts and in ik
cities of Fall River and Lowell

TFour male suffrage States in the |
I'nion. whose population about parall- |
els California’s, lose from 1.000 to 2,-
000 more bables every vear than Call-
fornia loses. One of these States |
New .Jersey.
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Details of a curious family comipli-
cation come from St. Gall Switzer-
land. A naturalized Swiss citizen, Ger-
man by birth, is married to a Hungea-
rian. His brother-in-law is fizhting
aeainst the Servians and the hushand
of his sister-in-law is fighting against |
the Austrians. Of thée man's twno
brothers, one is in a Prussian regi-
ment and the other is serving France
under General Gallieni.

became Queen of l1taly her first work
of merey was tending the wounded
W Sserious railroad accident at Castel

(yinbileo near lome It was due )
the Queen's efforts that relief and
rescue Work was started prompt

after the Messinag earthguuaios and

again Jduring the recent AVe2y
carthquake when the work was harder
as medical supphies, hlankets arped
visions had all been sent to 1) [ront
for the war then expocted at

ment and the reliet of the carthy
survivors wis aimost a hopeloss

The Queen delegated the Duchess of

Aosta, who gradunted as a BHed ('ross
nurse during the Tripoli war, to
her place as directress-general of th
Hed Cross. This post 15 undoubtoedly
the most exacting ever held
nember of a royal family, since |t
means a4 continuous and complete in-

.~pv:ii:_|n of EVEer) hase and reserve
hospital in Ttaly, It is roughly esti-
mated that, excluding the field haos-
pitials and ambulances at the fromnr,
which are in charge of the Army Med-
ical Corps, there are ot least 5,000

hospitals seattered throughou

Iticly in
hotels, convents, private

palaces

schools, etco, The Duachess of Aostla
has to travel from one end of Italy to
another Inspecting these hospitals

She is accompanied by Sister Carolin:
an Englhish nursing sister, who tooH
care of the Duke of Aosta when

|-
was seriously 11l with typhus last Aar
Dowager Queen Margherita, fter
spending nearly all the sumpier in
Pome until the hospital she opened in
the Palazetto, or small palare, in the
garden of her as. [
cone north for a shoart rest [ -
pital is model of perfection, and it je

cguipped with all modern improse-

nents Tor Surglical i el va
| Queen Maurgherita regained e
popularity which seermed to ha -
verted QL6 il Her v tn

e Kalser's telecra ! her t
plead with her son and erf war
hetween Italy amd fser: .
| cively proved that although A
Catholic she. unlike the majority of

ltalian clericals
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